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French Guiana, or Cayenne, French col-
ony on the northeast coast of South America.
Its surface and geology are similar to those of
tie other Guianas, except that there is high
ground near the sea. Other rivers are the
Aprouague, Cayenne, Sinnamarie, and Mana,
all obstructed by falls. About 6,500 convicts
are confined at Cayenne, the lies du Salut,
and on the Maroni R. Captain Alfred Dreyfus
was confined on the He du Diable, The sugar
plantations have been abandoned, and only
a little coffee and cocoa are produced; gold
is the principal article; p. 32,908. The capital
and port is Cayenne.

French Guiana.

French Guinea, colony of France on the
west coast of Africa, lies between Sierra Leone
and Portuguese Guinea. The coast lands are
low and flat. About eighty miles inland begins
the highland region of the Futa Jallon, rich in
cattle and gold. The principal products are
india-rubber, rice, millet, palm kernels, ground
nuts, and wax. It was separated from Senegal
in 1893, and its present boundaries were fixed
in 1899.

French Revolution, The. The intellectual
movement of the i8th century, connected with
the names of Montesquieu, Diderot, Voltaire
and Rousseau, prepared men's minds for the
problems which the Revolution was to force
upon the attention of the world. But the prin-
cipal causes of the French Revolution were
rather political and economical than intellec-
tual. The continual misgovernment of France
since tne death of Louis xiv. led the Third
Estate to seize the opportunity afforded by
the bankruptcy of the government to insist
upon drastic changes in the administration.

On May 5, 1789, the first States-general since
1614 met at Versailles. Sweeping aside the
obstacles placed in its way by the nobles, the
higher clergy, and the court, the Third Estate
declared itself the National Assembly. An at-
tempt of the court to effect a coup d'etat, which
included the dismissal of Necker, and the sup-
pression of the revolution by force of arms, was
answered by the Paris mob by the capture of
the Bastile (July 14). The king then yielded
on all points, and till 1792 the Revolution was
carried through by the middle classes, who
placed the government of Paris in the hands
of Bailly and Lafayette.
The first duty of those in power was to
check the riots which were taking place all
over France, and to draw up a constitution.
On Aug. 4, 1789, all feudal rights, together
with privileges of every description, were aban-
doned. Then a Declaration of the Rights of
Man was drawn up, the king was given a sus-
pensive veto, and it was settled that the As-
sembly should consist of only one chamber.
Fearing lest the king should escape, and dis-
solve the Assembly, and believing that the
king's presence in Paris would lower the price
of bread, a mob of men and women marched
to Versailles on October 5, and on the following
day brought the king and royal family to Paris.
The king and National Assembly were now in
the power of the Parisians, the royal family
being practically imprisoned in the Tuilcries,
and the Assembly sitting hard by in the
man&ge, or riding-school. From October, 1789,
to September, 1791, the French National As-
sembly busied itself with framing a constitu-
tion, and in carrying out reforms. On Nov. 2,
1789, the property of the church of France
was confiscated; on Feb. 13, 1790, all monas-
teries and religious houses were suppressed;
and on Dec. 26, 1790, the civil constitution of
the clergy became law* All bcncficcd clergy
were to be elected, and every bcncficcd priest
was to take an oath to observe the new civil
constitution. A schism was the immediate re-
sult. Mirabeau attempted to guide the As-
sembly in the direction of a limited monarchy
such as existed in England. But shortly after
Mirabeau's death the king attempted to fly
from France. Captured at Varennes, he was
once more imprisoned in Paris, and the people
were prejudiced against him.
Meanwhile the Assembly had completed the
constitution, which became law in September
1791, Local governments were established,
and all officials were elected. Before dissolv-
ing, the Assembly passed a self-denying ordi-
nance proHbiting any member of the Constitu-